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Meridian Audio Releases Limited Edition Anniversary 
Sound System - Marking 40 Years of Achievement for an 

Outstanding British Design Duo 
 

With more than 165 international awards bestowed on their product designs, the two 

founders of the British luxury brand Meridian Audio celebrate 40 years since their 

creative partnership began. 

To honour this, Bob Stuart and Allen Boothroyd have collaborated once again to 

produce a limited edition 40th Anniversary System comprising an enhanced pair of 

the company’s flagship DSP8000 loudspeakers and a special version of their 808 

Signature Reference CD Player. This exclusive system offers the ultimate listening 

experience for a small selection of music aficionados.   

Limited to only 40 numbered editions world-wide, each system is signed by Bob and 

Allen, and comes with an engraved plate showing its unique system number. Like all 

of Meridian’s award-winning audio products and systems, it promises to deliver a 

superior listening experience. What’s more, this limited edition system includes a 

number of unique additions that make it a truly special purchase. 

Aesthetically, the Anniversary System will exude elegance and flair. Available in an 

exclusive “Ruby” finish - not available on other products in the range - this sleek 

colour skin comes with coordinated glass inset panels, loudspeakers grilles and 

tweeter surround. Even the drivers are treated with a new, polished bezel. Each 

system will also come with a book, illustrating the rich history of Meridian’s 

exceptional Digital Signal Processing (DSP) loudspeakers, which is also signed by 

Bob and Allen.  

Reflecting the high-level of customer service which Meridian prides itself on, owners 

of the Anniversary system will be offered the opportunity to receive a Meridian 

Engineer to fine tune the sound system in their homes following installation.  



Boothroyd and Stuart’s shared passion for music, and their desire to ensure that the 

full quality of an original recording is maintained when it is reproduced on any system 

that bears their names, is at the heart of everything Meridian does.  They 

acknowledged early on in their working relationship that it was through technology 

that they could lead the market, but that it was crucial that the technologies they 

employed genuinely improved the overall musical performance of a system in order 

for them to succeed.  

The 40th Anniversary System is a complete package that exemplifies the state-of-the 

art sound technology Meridian is respected for. The 808 Signature Reference CD 

Player features a CD-ROM-based drive which allows for data recovery and error 

correction many times better than that employed in standard CD systems. A master 

clocking system and timing circuitry minimise jitter for improved sound source 

localisation, clarity and imaging while unique Meridian DSP technologies add new 

accuracy and clarity to CD replay, even correcting faults in the original recording, 

helping to make CDs sound like high resolution recordings. 

Meridian’s high-performing Digital Active Loudspeakers set completely new 

standards for clarity, dynamics, imaging and realism. DSP8000 can accurately 

reproduce both the power and subtlety of a concert grand piano and is designed to 

reproduce sounds at up to full natural level while providing all the resolution required 

by high-definition audio sources up to 24-bit. All Meridian products are constructed 

from the finest materials and all electronic parts are individually selected for sound 

quality.  

From the beginning, Bob and Allen have synthesised the design and technology of 

all Meridian products, resulting in an unusual yet welcome symbiosis of form and 

function, winning numerous prestigious design awards along the way.  Allen says, “It 

is our job as product designers to create something people feel they can live with 

and take enjoyment in using, while instilling them with confidence that the product 

has longevity”. 

Beyond creating extraordinary sound, Meridian has always set new standards for 

elegant, iconic design, as evidenced by one of Boothroyd and Stuart’s earliest 

creations – the classic 1970s Lecson Audio product line, which can be found as part 



of the permanent collection at the New York Museum of Modern Art.  During their 

forty year partnership, Boothroyd and Stuart have won the coveted British Design 

Council award for Outstanding British Products three times – the only design pair to 

ever achieve this recognition.   

Available from October 2011, the Anniversary System is on sale at a suggested retail 

price of £60,000.00  

RELEASE ENDS/Embargo Dated 4th October 2011 

All information provided is subject to change without notice. All prices quoted are 

recommended retail and include VAT. 

 

For further press information, please contact: 

Andy Giles at AGA andy@andygilesassociates.co.uk  

Henry Griffiths at AGA henry@andygilesassociates.co.uk  

 

About Meridian Audio Limited 

Meridian is based near Cambridge, UK, and was founded in 1977 by Bob Stuart and Allen Boothroyd. 

With over 30 years’ history of innovation and development of uncompromised consumer home 

entertainment systems offering exceptional performance, this award-winning company is widely 

recognized as a world leader in high-quality audio and video reproduction. Meridian developed the 

first audiophile CD player, the world’s first consumer digital surround controller, and the MLP lossless 

packing system included in Blu-ray Disc. The company’s optical disc players, DSP-based 

loudspeakers, video projectors, and scalers are unique in the industry, maintaining a super-quality 

digital signal throughout the path from the studio to the home, using advanced digital signal 

processing to deliver both a sweet, natural sound and smooth, crystal-sharp images with true 

cinematic realism. In late 2008, Meridian acquired leading networked media server developer 

Sooloos, and today the Meridian Sooloos Digital Media System offers a unique combination of superb 

digital audio quality with the world’s most innovative, flexible and intuitive touchscreen-based home 

entertainment system. 

Follow us on Twitter at:   Become a fan on Facebook: 

@MeridianAudio   @Meridian Sooloos  
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