Telawvisbon dessgners have known for 8 long tima
that what we want of 8 domestic recetver |8
smple ool proof ope:mtion coupled with a picture
that ot oMfensdve 1o ok at and 8 sound guality
that jusi sbout does the job. Or H we don' 1 acthvely
want this combination we seem 10 be willing 0

put up with it Radio tuner designers have known

Captal racio | was able 0 compare nedarty all of
for just as long thet what the hi-fi enthusisst tham dirsctly with the diec. Neadiess 10 sty Gec
wantd from a domestic radic receabhver 8 A

reproduction & far shesd of reda, the main faults

complicated, difficult 1o operste, feature-laded being tha turntables used Dy The Ao StaTon and

i product that gives a sound guality that is offensive e amount of fregquency egualsaton used
enough 10 make your friends realise that it sounds

Cagmal in parmicular comes over 8a H the Woudness
radically different from his portable and thus must
L be bettor

rtaresiad n recaning and T Makes Noises that
- e Neca to Weten O
Tra orotiderm with evaluating tuners & that the

ratation & not shways the unit tsell butl the
quality of the wanemitied sgnal. For instanca,
fstaning o MNicky Homa's oD ten sbums on

Bution Jwas Darmananthy o Ctuel

| compared the 104 with a Ploneer THHS00
Micll which = genaraily regarded as one of the
batier japaness oMerngs and 10 weed thengs briel.
all | havve 0 sy s that the 104 wiped it cutl The
typecal orental 100 end of the 9500 was clearty

spoarent N COMpAarson  wath tha SHOOtREe
‘A archan

The classic tuner, sspecially thossa from the
East (although it has 10 be sald that things are
changing at the moment) s a large box mostly full
of air with a huge front panel with a load of knoba,

switches and dials that only reference o the
instruction manual will explain

Meridian think differently. They have assumed
that what we all want from a tuner is the ability to

listen 10 the radio. A rash and perhaps foolish

approach | know, but one that warms my heart

Boothroyd-Stuart, the designers, describe the 104

as 8 high performance, limited facility FM tuner. B
In fact the facilities aren’t that limited —

sama as the Edinburgh Wirsless design. The
perhaps as ‘inconspicuous would be a better

. haghes
description than limited. Basically, the only Mthrﬂyd-sw ‘m m Nytech regularty recerves oOut 1 praise

masndy for ita amplifier section whach a3 | &y
facilities missing are those that allow optimum

2 2 slsewhere in Tis ssue. | regard as amongst the
e o T s uring wuangn the first companies to

indication, no provision for the 300ohm indoor

wp six designs at any price in the word. | have
L] L]

w m .m-b - naver really evaluated the Tuner SeChON, MEGATING
aerial and no facility to listen 10 the multi-path lntr uce les mg_er ' as & bonus for the amplifier purchaser, but the
sgnal ss s often found on wnars o i sort of  tha-they-need-to-be with a
price. ‘

showed that it comas very close to the
But then if you buy a £500 TV set. you would

= oi 104. At times n fact we were hard pressed 10 tell
be an idot not to spend the £20 it costs to have a hgh“ success'ui I'alﬂﬁ

them agart (mainly due to programme matenal)
proper aerial fitted. The same is true with a tuner

- but eventually both | and the Nytech owner, dgp,
mhsprraos o dontcl oo piosd amplifiers. Paul Benson has

waera comvinced that the 104 showed up some
tuner is a sensible move when seen in this light

. - . colouration in the Nytech in the form of a
: . ' heen “ﬂghmg w u‘e me m tendency towards nasakty
The 104 is obviously styled to match the rest of .
the Meridian range of electronics and immaediately Sol.llﬂ of their brand-new

This was very shght though and 1t ook & cello
e COnverls one of their amplifiers to a receiver — it

o really convince us that it was a genuine ettecL
doesn’t look like an extra box stuck on top as £198 ml'id.lﬂl 104 m- I

This has o colour my recommendation for the
most tuners do; it looks as though it was meant to The tune switch disables the AFC and converts Meridian. At £258 the Nytech is only £60 more
be there!

the meter 1o a centre=-2ero tuning indication thus  XPeNsvVe and. as | said includes a great amp
making tuning both sasy and accurate. The meter section. So, while |
normally acts as a station indication by giving the

frequency of the station selected by the rotary

switch on the right. The mono switch is really for
is turned on. A separate mains on/off switch is  receiving weak signals. By converting the output good amplifier. If you are not one of these happy
provided on the rear so that it can be used with 10 mono it enables signals that are oo weak for  souls then | have o say that the £60 extra for the
other equipment. noise-free sterso reception to be quietly enjoyed in  Nytech would result in a better buy in terms of
mono and also by tuming the muting circuits oft  overall enjoyment of your system.
allows weak and distant stations 1o be received. But | don't want it 10 be thought that | am

The Maridian 104 tuner has been designed 0 knocking the Meridian. | feel that reviews should

keep all the distortions known 10 man as low as hdwmdmrﬂiﬁgmmnndmniwﬁucu
possible. The radio circuit combines a dual gate in isolation, and this is the basis for the remarks
MOSFET input stage with a double band mixer above. But having said that, let me say that the
and a linear phase IF as well as an “advanced Fwﬂmhglﬁndtbmtmu-ﬁdimlmwuth-
you can still listen to a record before selecting the  stered decoder section. The useable sensitivity is  looks and size which | think set a standard in both
. radio with no breakthrough from the latter. claimed to be 1.2uV which is very good with the the realm of Hﬂhﬂm and ME npnnL The

The six stations are tuned using the sCrew- figures for 50dB signal 1o noise ratio being 2.3uV  second thing | I.lktdll"ﬂ"llww it -Hm picked
driver supplied which turns the rotary pots in the for mono and 20uV for stereo. up-s:-wtﬁrquﬁ.-dntu.hnd?mlmthmhm
panel beneath the mater. Each station is then Although Important 10 the designer such way it reproduced fhutmhpadr.up: smoothness
ulicttdbvtmnhnlh-imnhﬁnthtﬁgmmm- Mthruinhﬂwmtmhwchm. lndgnodmmnm?lfmmmm
unit 1o one of the six positions. To the left of the  What we really want to know, surely, is if the extramely convincing imagery charactensed “l
| mﬂulumulwm-wpumitdmuhlhuffum' £198 (inc. VAT) the 104 costs is going o get sound of what | have to report is the Dest tunes

and ‘Mono'. us @ tuner that will pick up all the stations we are have heard 10 date.
L

Readers of ™ae guery secton will know that
tavournts tuners rom Britmn are the Edinburgh
Wieless L1500 and AAR T21 (£167).
Unformunately neither of thesa were 0 hand 10
compare but Dawvid Prakel Wndly provided his
Nytech the tuner saction of which

|

All Meridian units have mains outlets on them
and the 104 is designed to plug into the spare one
on an existing amplifier and will thus be switched
on along with the power amps when the pre-amp

have no hestation 0
describing the Meridian 104 as the Dest tuner \

have heard. | have to say that it should only be
considered by those who already own a really

Six pre-set stations are provided as well as
‘stand-by position. The purpose of the latter is o
allow the tuner to be switched on and thus 'warm

| up’ to optimum operating conditions without
putting out an audio signal. This facility is included
so that if the pre-amp being used suffers from
breakthrough from the tuner inputs to others then

.
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